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be due to the anger of the offended deity at the interference
with these institutions which he had established. It is evident,
therefore, that you could no more alter or destroy these institu-
tions (in which, be it remembered, the stage of civilization
reached by a people at any given time consists), by the mere
demonstration of their effect in retarding development, without
first of all destroying or discrediting the Eeligion and the gods
which were believed to have instituted them and still continued
to countenance and support them, than you could destroy or
alter the institutions of a Russian village or province, without
first of all discrediting the authority or discarding the allegiance
of the Czar. How true this is will be apparent if we consider
those Eastern countries in which Religion continues at the
present day to preserve the same relation to the institutions of
society as it did in Ancient Times, and reflect how hopeless it
would be to attempt to reform their moral and social institutions,
without first of all destroying or reforming the religion which
gave rise to and sanctioned them, and on which they depend.
How hopeless, for example, to dream of abolishing (unless by
physical force) the Caste system of India with its widow-
burning, child marriages, Siva orgies, Juggernaut immolations,
Thuggee and the rest, without first abolishing the Religion of
Hindooism which originated and perpetuated them ? How vain
to dream of convincing the Mahommedan of the evil of his
concubinage and polygamy, his belief in the sword, and his
contempt for Science and the Arts, without first convincing him
of the falsehood of the Koran and its Prophet! How convince
the Jew that his tribal exclusiveness, his circumcision, his
abstinence from meats, his Sabbaths, and the rest, are not the goal
of civilization and culture, without first of all destroying the letter
of the Law, with its Messianic hopes and the promises given to
the Fathers ? It was a true though unconscious instinct that
led the missionaries of the Gospel in foreign lands, to begin
their propaganda by trying to change the religion of the heathen
before attempting to change his civilization or morality.